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HUMANS :: Stakeholder Perceptions 

Traditional Knowledge about Sustainable Fish Populations
Project 823

In our region, An ongoing study is assessing 
local and traditional knowledge as it pertains to salmon 
biology in the Copper River near Cordova, Alaska, and 
how it may differ in perspective from State of Alaska 
fisheries managers. Project 823 is examining knowledge 
held by Ahtna Native and commercial fishermen to deter-
mine how their perceptions of what is necessary to keep 
the salmon populations sustainable are shaped by their 
culture, training, and experience in the fisheries. This 
will allow investigators to determine how local scientific 
perceptions differ from the views held by fisheries scien-
tists and managers, which could lead to finding common 
ground, improving communications, and making long-
term improvements in the fishery. 

Unreconciled differences in opinion lead to impasse and potential worsening of the resource base, as has happened repeatedly 
in New England fisheries. There, scientists and fishermen are frequently at odds about how to manage for sustainability. 

Stakeholder Perceptions

Getting managers and stakeholders to find common ground and agree about the state of the 
resources and the need for specific management actions is often difficult. 

HUMANS :: Crab Fisheries and Social Issues

Impacts on Bering Sea Crab Fishermen
Project 725

Researchers participating in an ongoing study of the Bering Sea crab fishery, Project 725, are 
conducting interviews with crewmembers to determine how rationalization of the crab fisheries and reduction in the number of 
participating vessels from 300 to 100 has impacted their workplace dynamics and pay. 
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